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I got a whole lot of feedback this week. | want you
all to know that this is intended to be a two way
communication. | send it to our soldiers downrange
and | send it to all of the family members | can get it
to. That way everyone knows how things are going
for the entire Striker family. There seems to be much
more input this week and | thank all of the
contributors.
| have also tried to expand the community
announcements section this week. | figure there can
never be too many ways to get out the information on
what is going on around us.

CPT Ted M. Preister
BCT Rear-D Commander

RAM

The CSM and | wanted to introduce the new
command team for the Battering Rams and take just
a few minutes of your time to paint a picture for you
of all of the great work that your spouses are doing.

My name is Mark Coats, and | had the honor of
taking command of the battalion on the 13" of July.
My wife’s name is Jennifer, and we have two
children, Matt and John, who are 9. And, of course,
you know the Command Sergeant Major, CSM
Lawrence Miller.

Over the last two weeks we have been making
our way around to the four company areas to meet
as many soldiers as possible. This task is difficult, as
all four of the companies are living in different
locations, but the CSM and | have thoroughly
enjoyed all of the visits. | can tell you that in just two
weeks since taking command we have both been
amazed at all that the soldiers are doing.

The battalion would not be able to function without
the constant support provided by HHC. Supplies are
moving, administrative activities are keeping all of our
finances and personal records squared away, the
mechanics keep the vehicles up and running, and the
cooks are doing a great job helping the command
team to maintain the morale. And | would be remiss
if I did not tell you that they cooked up quite a
reception for my change of command.

Alpha Company is busy working with 1-6 Infantry
paying all of the Iraqi veterans. These Iraqgi soldiers

STRIKE HARD ! STRIKE HARD !
desperately need their pensions in order to live a life
Editor that neither you nor | would ever want to live and in

conditions that none of us would ever believe. But it
is the life that they have grown up with, and any
money that they get makes a difference. As a result,
Alpha Company soldiers are all making a real impact
on thousand of peoples’ lives.

Bravo Company has been in the spotlight with the
renovation of the Baghdad Zoo. They've done a
great job training Iraqi security guards, renovating
animal cages and administrative facilities, and
providing security of the park grounds by manning a
checkpoint and patrolling the perimeter of the park.
This park serves as the only peaceful place that the
Iraqi citizens can go to relax...nearly 40,000 Iragis
each day. As a result, the renovation and grand
opening of this zoo was a big deal to the Iragi people
— especially the kids. The Bulldogs are doing great!

Charlie Company has a special situation, as they
are responsible for the people living in a small
community in the neighborhood of Al Janain. By
establishing key check points along the most
significant bridge leading into Baghdad, and
patrolling along the bank of the Tigris River, Charlie
Company soldiers are looked at by the family
members of Al Janain as their protectors, and the
children of this small community just love it when our
soldiers come around.

The bottom line is that all of the 40" Engineer
Battalion soldiers are truly making a difference to the
citizens of Baghdad. Whether they are cooks or
mechanics, privates or captains, they are all
contributing to the history of this country and our
nation. But they are not alone in this regard, as the
contributions and sacrifices that all of you are making
are the only way that this organization could continue
to be effective. CSM Miller and | thank you all for all
that you do.

I look forward to meeting each of you, and the
Command Sergeant Major and | will do our best to
send you a note every other week telling you all of
the tremendous work the Battering Rams are doing.
Until next time, rest assured that the soldiers - your
soldiers — are watching each other’s back and
missing you all.

Thank you, again, for all you are doing.

LTC Mark Coats and CSM Lawrence Miller
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Dear Mrs. Winger, friends and family of the Bulldogs,

| first would like to apologize that it has taken me
so long to write. For those of you who do not know
me my name is CPT Phillip J Borders and | took over
the company from CPT Santos on 20 June. | have
been busy discovering what a great bunch of soldiers
that the company has. In the last 30 days | have seen
these men do great things. Best of all | have seen
them take care of each other. With the exception of a
few men having stomachaches everyone is safe and
doing well.

S i i

For those of you that do not yet know me, |
was born in Kansas City, Mo and | spent most of my
life growing up just outside Kansas City in Lawrence,
Ks. | enlisted in the army in 1988, for the college
money, and have chose to stay in because of the
teamwork and comradery that the army brings. | am
single, but this does not reduce my emphasis and
need for a strong family team within the company. |
cannot always empathize with some of the trials that
you and your spouse are going through, but | can
appreciate your joint sacrifice and | thank you for
your support. | promise to listen and try and learn.

If your significant other has not told you, we
are living in a zoo. Some times this seems to be very
appropriate. The men are doing great work here. Just
recently the zoo and part of the park was opened
back up to the public. It was a tribute our soldiers’
hard work. They have trained local citizens as a
security force, assisted contractors cleaning and

st
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repairing buildings, and toppled a 50 ft statue of

Saddam. The company is working with the local
community to help rebuild this nation. | hope that the
soldiers find some pride in this, as | know that | do.
You should be very proud of them.

We have tried to make it more comfortable
here for all of us. First we are living in buildings not
tents, we have a generator for power, and right now
we are installing air conditioners. The solders have
also had access to the phones on a fairly regular
basis. | am sure that most of you know this already. If
they haven't called yet | will make sure they have the
opportunity. The internet is not yet regularly available
but it is coming in the future. | have some of your
emails and will try to send this letter to you that way
in the future.

| |

SGT Maced O@SG
SPC

uez SPCC rrlllo-%

1sg Jesse Vasquez has also left. He has
moved on into retirement. | am sure that both him
and Paula will be missed. You all know the army and
in their place SFC Neal and his wife Gale have joined
the bulldog team.

é SGT Wacker PFEC Allen, PFC? Watkms,’SG— Cifaldi,

' LT Baidemet ™. %
| |440E | T
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| am sorry that | do not have any information
to when we might be coming home. It still looks like a
year, but | pray that it will change as the Iraqi national
government becomes more active. | will work hard to
keep your men safe and bring them home.

Thanks and Prayers,
CPT Phillip J Borders
Dear Friends and Family,
First off | would like to introduce myself. | am
SFC Neal, Robert L. | am married. My wife’s name is
Gale and we have four children, which are currently
residing in the Baumholder community.

I would like to thank all the family members
who continue to give their support to the members of
the Bulldog family who are currently deployed. At the
present moment the soldiers are busy conducting
stability operations to assist in the restoring of peace
to the country of Irag. Right now we have no definite
return date, however we are all hoping that it will be
soon.

I would like to ask of the family members to
continue the support to your significant others who

together on the Baumholder soccer team. This team
took the field after only one practice against the
Khalill United.

According to sources Khalil won their last game
(against another Iragi) team 12-0. The Gators
started strong and within the first 5 minutes, SSG
Lawler scored the first goal of the game. The
remainder of the game did not go quite as planned
for the Gators. Khalil scored 2 goals before half time
and another 2 goals in the opening minutes of the
second half. The game ended 1-4.

A soccer-loving enthusiastic crowd of

5 .= approximately 100-
150 Iragi men and
boys gathered to
see the game. The
spectators lined the
field to cheer on
both teams. The
Gators took several
precautions to
ensure the safety of
everyone with two

are deployed and please continue to keep us all in R = = e

- i soldiers on each
your prayers!

SPC Steve from C Co played goare corner of the field
Bulldog Seven 3nd earned the respect from some of  and soldiers
Robert L. Neal the Iragi players, when after the game manning automatic
they said “Your goalie is Brave” weapons from their
vehicles.

“It was a great atmosphere to play in,” said SSG
Lawler of Charlie Co. “I think they expected it to be
an easy win for them, but when we scored first, it
really made the game a lot more interesting. Both
teams and the fans were really into the game, and
like any intense sporting event, the occasional
temper flared on the field, in the end it was all in
good fun.

PFC Jesus C Co, said, “that it really boosted our
morale, once we got onto the field, and started
playing we could have been anywhere in the world.
We left the combat zone for a few hours and | think
this type of organized event should continue. It's
good for us and definitely helps the relationship
between us and the Iragi's. It gives us a chance to
show the Iraqgi’s, that we are people, who like to have
fun. We're not just robots here to take over”.

GATORS

AT \d '
eft) KhaI|I Unlted s Goalie and PFC Jesus from C Co
ongratulates each other on a game well played, (Right) Players

nd fans huddle together after the game for a few photos to
Sports the Cultural Bridge

A few weeks ago a member from the Sindabad
Neighborhood Advisory Counsel challenged CPT
Payment and the soldiers of TF 2-6 IN to a soccer
match. The soldiers from Bravo and Charlie
organized a team and anxiously waited for the
opportunity to play. Several soldiers had played
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It is truly amazing that countries with such
differences can be brought closer together through
sports. Throughout history sports have been used
for more than just recreation. Maybe more
importantly they are an avenue that bridges that gap
between two very different groups of people.

B/2-6 update from DEALER 6 (CPT Tim Payment)

B/2-6 continues Dealing! The DEALERS are
currently operating with an attached platoon from 1-
35 AR as our 1st platoon has been attached to B/1-
35 AR. Since moving to the new “DEALAERS DEN”
the men have proven that no matter how lousy the
living conditions are it really isn’t that bad and it can
only get better.

I would like to thank all the family members that
are supporting the troops. You are the true heroes,
thank you for taking on the burden of being a military
spouse during this time of war. What your loved one
is doing now is going to save many lives in the future.
Keep the mail coming! If you could only see the
excited faces during mail call, it is awesome — it is
like Christmas morning as the lucky ones who
receive a package are surrounded by on lookers to
see what prize the lucky soldier receives.

1st platoon lead by new platoon leader 2LT
Strand and SFC Reed have been attached to TM
BLACKJACK B/1-35 AR. They are securing an area
that was the hub of nuclear research in IRAQ. In
addition to securing the massive site. 1st platoon
has been the cornerstone in training over 100 IRAQI
security guards who are learning the right way to
provide facility protection/security. 1st platoon has
also been involved in numerous raids that lead to the
capture of several former high-ranking Ba’ath party
officials.

Our attached platoon, 1st platoon B/1-35 AR,
joined TM DEALER the first week of JULY. The
platoon lead by LT Shulz and SSG Tobey has been
welcomed to the team. We do not have much use for
the 70 tons and 120mm cannon a tank brings to the
table, but it is reassuring to know that they are
available and always ready to roll. A tank platoon is
about half the size of an infantry platoon but they
carry more than their fair share of the workload. Half
of LT Shulz’'s men are attached to 3rd platoon while
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the other half is with the company HQ keeping their

tanks ready as the task force’s quick reaction force.

2nd platoon has recently received a face-lift as
2LT Saguil moved up to company executive officer
and SSG Taylor was lucky enough to be selected as
the battalion master gunner. 2LT Allen and SFC
Poore are now at the reins and have had a very busy
couple of weeks. 2nd platoon has proven again and
again that being a flexible, well trained unit results in
flawless execution of any task with outstanding
results. 2nd platoon has scoured the local area with
both mounted and dismounted patrols identifying the
local power brokers, organizing and executing an
extensive enemy ammunition cleanup operation, and
continuously creating a climate that prevents an
organized enemy to operate. Last week the platoon
received an order to secure the new IRAQI
governments HQ building to ensure that the future
leaders of IRAQ can meet without fear of being
attacked. The platoon is scheduled to return to the
company on 1 AUG.

3 platoon lead by new father and recently
promoted 1LT Adams and SFC Flagg continue to
protect a power plant on the TIGRIS River. The
platoon’s mission is critical in the overall success of
the coalition. A successful enemy attack on the plant
would severely set back our ability to protect the
infrastructure in the area. 3rd platoon uses the
facility to stage local patrols which include several
other factories that are attempting to get up and
running and a water treatment facility that provides
water to the local population. LT Adams and SFC
Flagg are assisted by a tank section from 1st platoon
B/1-35 AR. 1SG Proctor visits the REAPERS daily
bringing hot chow, water, and mail.

The company HQ is running full speed keeping
the fleet of HMMWVs and 5-ton trucks running
around the clock to deliver water, food, and mail to
the platoons. The HQ platoon also runs and provides
manpower for the company command post “DEALER
MAIN.” The constant “hum” of radio traffic signifies
the high caliber of soldiers that continuously trouble
shoot and fix communication challenges operating
over a large area of responsibility.

The DEALER mechanics, lead by SFC Dickerson,
are the unsung heroes of this deployment. Early
every morning the maintenance team makes the long
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walk to the motor pool. The team returns after a long
day to the living area covered in grease which is the
trademark of their profession. The company is lucky
to have such a well diversified team that seem to be
able to identify and repair any mechanical problems
that we have the parts to fix. Somewhere though
their own ingenuity they find ways to combat repair
the tools of our trade.

The team of medics that are attached to the
company have also stepped up to the plate. Through
SGT Hurst’s leadership every platoon receives top-
notch medical treatment from the platoon medic prior
to being evacuated to the battalion aid station. The
medics accompany the Infantry patrols and walk the
same terrain.
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PFC Ball,
HHC,
stacks the
/. biscuits
%% that are
: ready to
go into
the oven

=i N

Although some things will take time to remodel,
there are some immediate perks to making the move.
Renovations have already begun on the building we
are moving into, the ceilings are being fixed and the

SSG LYNK and SGT NEAL debate over the best MRE as SSG LYNK
makes his closing arguments: “... and you, SGT NEAL, are only an
amateur in the field of preparing the perfect meal - and furthermore

entire building is being wired with electricity. Our
kitchen will now be inside, which moves the soldiers

are way out of your league debating such a topic with a master

y
Turning Vision into Reality

“We have no control over the menu, and no
chance to show our fellow soldiers of 2-6 IN our real
cooking skills,” said SGT Soto. “That's the bad news,
the good news is that we can control a few things.
We can control the cleanliness and the atmosphere
of the dining facility.” 1SG Gandy said last week, “we
have to focus on what we can control, and that’s the
dining facility”.

Keeping his promise to improve the dining facility,
1SG Gandy has arranged to move the current dining
facility location to a new, larger building closer to the
barracks. “It's a better location because our current
position is along the wall of our base, the new
location will provide better security because it is right
next to the companies and right smack in the middle
of base”.

SPC Nev
an evening meal over an extremely hot stove

out of the sun, while cooking over hot stoves. Ceiling
fans are being installed and are more of an
immediate relief from the heat as coordination’s have
begun for A/C units.

, prepares potatoes for

HC coo

Currently there are two shifts for the cooking crew;
a morning and an evening shift. The morning crew
wakes up at 0200 in the morning to start preparations
by 0300 for breakfast. Each shift runs approximately
7 to 8 hours and includes the cooking, distribution,
and clean up for 700 soldiers. SFC Batchelor, the
mess section leader, “the soldiers do their job, it's a
tedious one, day in and day out”. When these
soldiers aren’t cooking they are like any other soldier
in 2-6 IN. They pull guard shifts in the towers around
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post, they go on patrols, and maintain their vehicles
and equipment

#l SSG Soto,
1 SGT
Barba,
and SSG
Spence
take a
break
from their
cooking
duties

We really have some fantastic cooks, SPC
Nevarez for example came in 3¢ at a cooking
competition held at Fort Lee, Virginia. He also won
the gold medal in the 10-course meal category, and a
place on the USAEUR cooking team at a competition
held in Heidelberg. It's a lot different here with such
limited cooking supplies, but we do what we can.
SPC Nevarez, is also a proud father to his son
Emanuel Joseph born on the 24th of June, this year.

SGT Soto says that the soldiers relieve some of
their stress through daily PT. Which ever shift you
are on, you will work out during the other shift. We
have designed the program as if we were back in
Baumbholder. It makes you feel a better. All we need
is a good weight room and we’ll be set. Being a cook
can be a thankless job in the Army, everyone expects
creme Brule, but we can only give them a mint. SSG
Spence, “Our company XO, Lt Rankin, he's a great
leader and motivator, he stops by everyday to check
up on us and tell us that he appreciates what we do,
and he doesn't have to”. It's the little things like that,
that keeps our morale high and leadership like that
really matters!!

SSG Spence, “Once we finish with all the
improvements, particularly the A/C and television, the
dining facility will be that safe heaven for soldiers to
come and relax and forget about the day. That's
what the soldiers need right now, and are working
hard to achieve!!
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Out with the old and in with the new. Major White
is onto bigger and better things at Division
Headquarters. He's not happy with the move, “l am
not going on my own free will, | would rather eat dirt
than leave the Gator Battalion. “l don't see this as a
departure, but more of a TDY assignment for a year”,
and hopes to return to the Gators following the
assignment. He fully intends to be the Gator spy at
Division Headquarters, and plans to make sure we
are well taken care of. “My family and | will remain
loyal to both the soldiers and families of the Gator
Battalion.” His wife, Coni, and daughter Valerie, will
continue to serve the rear family support group in
Baumholder.

Major
White and
Major

Bertinetti
take a

swapping
jobs.

This is the first time Major White has served in a
mechanized unit. “I couldn’t even spell Bradley, but
in this last year I've learned where all the gaskets
and pins go. “I'm really looking forward to getting out
of the motor pool, into the turret, and firing a Bradley
at gunnery, but we’'ll have to see how things work
out.”

There are two things Major White is most proud to
have accomplished here with the Gator Battalion.
First, when the Gator Battalion deployed we were the
only one in the Brigade with 100% Fully Mission
Capable Vehicles. Then the Gators were personally
selected by the Brigade to off-load the Brigade
Combat Teams consisting of 1,500 pieces of
equipment.

“I have thoroughly enjoyed my time here, and |
feel terrible leaving the soldiers and families | have
grown to love.” “If | left any mark on the battalion |
would hope that it is a group of well-trained company
executive officers.” They directly support their
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company commander’s and can make their lives
easier if they have a good grasp on the maintenance
portion. Secondly, | would like to think | leave a more
synchronized staff, who are able to anticipate the
needs of the company commanders. | have
complete confidence in Major Bertinetti to continue to
lead the staff and support the battalion throughout
our deployment in Iraqg.

Major Bertinetti, originally from El Paso, Texas
has come to assist the Gators in reconstructing Iraq
and “build an even more synchronized team”. He
comes to the Gators with his wife Diane and
daughter Sydney, both currently reside in
Wiesbaden. He enjoys hockey, skiing, running,
reading, and most importantly his family. “l am
impressed with the Gator soldiers and consider it a
privilege to serve with this great team.” His career
goal is to “continue to serve” our Army.

Major Bertinetti is a graduate of Texas Tech,
where he was commissioned into the Armor Branch.
Previous duty stations include Schwienfurt, Ft.
Stewart, Ft. Leavenworth, and the Pentagon.

REGULARS

Editors note: Due to technical difficulties last
weeks note from Regular did not make it into the
Striker Statement. This week there are two
updates from the Regulars but | am still facing
challenges on their photos, | will include them as
soon as | work through the difficulties.

1-6th Infantry New Notes:

18July03
It was anniversary week in Baghdad. July 14 was the
anniversary of the overthrow of King Faisal and the

establishment of the Republic in 1958; July 16, the
day Saddam took office in 1979; and, July 17, the
anniversary of the 1968 revolution and the
establishment of the Ba'ath Party (The Iraqi
equivalent of the 4th of July in the States.) With so
many important dates at hand, soldier all over Iraq
were on heightened alert. Fortunately, 1~6th did not
witness any unusual activity in their neighborhoods.

The main effort for this week was defiantly a
combined effort using elements for most of the units
of the task force. Alpha Company, 40th Engineers, as
part of Task Force Regular led elements for Attack
Company, Commando Company, mortars, staff and
tactical operations personnel as well as external
support from psychological operations to North
Carolina National Guard MP's in an effort to win the
hearts and minds of the Iraqgi people. With the
disintegration of the government during and after the
war, those who are dependent on government
pensions for their living have been going without.
Task Force Regular had more than 150 soldiers
involved in an effort to see those entitled to military
pensions able to renew their payments. The soldiers
provided security and crowd control, distributed water
and had medical aid on stand-by in the face of
sweltering heat, and even processed claims and
dispensed funds to more than 16000 former soldiers
and their widows.

As the students of Baghdad and Naharain
(formally Saddam) Universities were preparing for
their finals this year the soldiers of Alpha Company
were watching their gates. Each day the more than
15000 students, faculty and staff of the two
universities come through the three check points
manned by our forces. Each must be searched. A
very large task, but help is on the way. The newly
formed Iragi Police and Facility Protection Services
are now guarding with their US counterparts in
preparation for taking over the gates so our boys will
be freed up to conduct more patrols. Mazin, one of
the Engineering Students on campus, was asked by
1 LT Carey Morrow what he thought about the US
presence. His response, "The Americans are good
for the university. They provide much needed
security stopping would be looters and thieves."

This week the soldiers of Bravo Company
operated almost as if they were three
independent platoons. 1st platoon was given the
important and highly visible responsibility to provide
security for the provisional civilian government.
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Thanks to their efforts the new delegates were able
to carry out their duties in rebuilding their country
confident of their safety. During their daily patrols,
one squad of 2nd platoon, under SSG Stephen
Adams aided the Iraqi Police in the rescue of a
hostage taken by local terrorists. 3rd platoon's duties
included providing security for the local school
children as they completed their year and exams and
pacifying the potentially violent crowds waiting in gas
lines of an hour or more. These they accomplished
without incident.

The "Commandos” of Charlie Company
enjoyed a large amount of good news this week.
Tactically, the soldiers of 2nd Platoon, acting on
intelligence about a site fairly close to their
observation point "Beach" were able to detain two
men suspected of making improvised explosive
devices. SGT Tucker and SSG Nansadis not only
captured the individuals involved but also managed
to secure a large amount of equipment used for
making detonators. Administratively, SPC Vasquiz
Medrano was promoted to Sergeant in a small
ceremony at the Commando Headquarters. SFC
Andrew McConnell and 1SG Cornelius Grate pinned
SGT Medrano while CPT Joe Ewers provided over
the festivities. Quality of life has also improved for the
Commandos. After weeks of tireless work by SPC
Brett Nuessen, the swimming pool in Commando's
area of operation is now up and running. With
temperatures above 100 degrees almost from sun up
to after sun down this small luxury will be
appreciated.

Always watching out tor the health and safety of
the soldiers of 1-6th, HHC's medic platoon conducted
medical evacuation training for their brothers on the
line. The tour-day program involved classroom and
practical exercises on topics to include; basic patient
care, casualty evacuation procedures, calling for
medical evacuation over the radio and the loading
and unloading of all types of evac vehicles. The high
point of the training conducted by Sergeants William
Felts, David Joslin, Erik Adams and SSG Tonnie Bell
was a static exercise using a UH-60 Blackhawk Air
Ambulance. Thanks to this training the soldiers in our
line companies are better prepared to aid a fallen
comrade should the need arise.

Guarding students at finals time, patrolling their
neighborhoods, helping with humanitarian
assistance, or looking to the health, safety and
happiness of their fellow soldiers; our troops are

doing what needs to be done in a professional and
competent manner.

25 July 03

The soldiers of Task Force 1-6 are beginning to
settle into a routine. For the second week the
Battalion and its attachments focused much of their
energy on processing pension claims made by
former Iraqi soldiers. On Tuesday night 1-6 soldiers
received good news when FOX announced that their
cohorts in the IOI~~ DIV had killed Uday and Qusay
Hussein in the city of Mosul. Just after the news was
announced the soldiers had a lot of excitement as the
city of Baghdad erupted in a hail of gunfire. For a
moment, as the troops heard shots fired and
witnessed tracers filling the sky, they thought they
were under heavy attack. However, after a few
moments the boys began to see that none of the
shots were directed at the US forces. Instead the
Iragi people were expressing their joy at the news of
the demise of the Hussein brothers. Fireworks can be
beautiful, but when they come from the muzzle of a
gun in the hands of a potential enemy, they are
disconcerting. Still as a whole, the week was fairly
uneventful.

Alpha Company continued to experience
change in leadership as 1LT Carry Morrow departed
his position as 1st Platoon leader, moving on to the
Battalion S-3 shop. Attack's new crew, 2LT Mark
Grago (1st) and iLT's David Devin (2nd) and Matt
Meyers (3rd), assumed responsibility for their patrols
in the heart of Baghdad's University District as they
completed their right and left seat rides with their
predecessors. In addition to continuing their patrols,
the soldiers of Alpha had practical exercises to test
their casualty evacuation training. This event marked
the first opportunity for SGT Angel Martinez and SPC
Jason Hubbard to ride in a UH-60 Blackhawk
helicopter.

The soldiers of Bravo Company are noticing
more stability in their district as they patrol day and
night. Third platoon was in the spotlight this week as
they used local intelligence to execute a raid on a
suspicious residence. The troops managed to seize
several weapons and remove dangerous criminals
from the streets. V Corps leadership placed special
emphasis on this particular raid due to the sensitivity
of the target. The Warriors did the battalion proud
with their textbook perfect execution of this mission.

Like their comrades, the soldiers of Charlie
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Company continue to execute patrols in sector and to
practice their medical evacuation skills. SSG Leonard
led his squad to practice their newly aquired skills by
carrying out an Air Evacuation by UH-60 from the
patrol site at Observation Post Beach. Observing the
exercise were CPT Joe Ewers, the Company
Commander, and LTC Peter Jones, the Battalion
Commander.

With the many operations the battalion is
executing, the work of the Tactical Operations Center
(TOC) is never finished. The Battalion XO, MAJ Brian
McHugh, directs the actions of the various
departments. Each day the tireless efforts of the
nerve center of the battalion yield information and
plans that set the conditions for the ground ponders
in the companies. The unsung heroes like CPT Tom
Bessler, 1LT Paulo Shakarian and SPC James
VanHatten of the S-2 shop collect and analyze
intelligence of the activities of various groups and
organizations in our area of operation. With this
information and the commander's guidance, MAJ
Anthony Turpin, iLT Mike Loveall, SGT James
Waddle and the other members of the S-3 shop
publish the daily Fragmentary Orders and plan daily
operations. No matter what the mission, from raiding
a Fedayeen base to building a soccer field, these
cerebral warriors spend countless hours of selfless
service planning and synchronizing efforts so that our
lads are absolutely ready when execution time
arrives.

Even in the midst of their duties providing aid
and security to the Iraqgi people, the soldiers of Task
Force 1-6 continue to hone their skills. Whether it is
running physical training to stay fit or practicing their
evacuation skills in case one of their own is injured
during an operation, our boys continue to give 110%
to all they do. We always look forward to the cards,
letters and care packages of loved ones, a reminder
of your support for all we do. We look forward to the
day we will be reunited with our families and friends.
In the mean time, the Regular Family continues to
look after its own as we continue to do our part for
the nation. Regulars, By God

PIONEERS

Greetings to Friends and Family of the 47" FSB,
As we continue on with our daily mission we

will be saying good bye to old faces and welcoming

new ones. We have already bid farewell to CPT
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Legler and CPT Norberg for a job well done. The 47"
has welcomed CPT Kenneth C. Bradford as A
Company’s new Commander and CPT Elizabeth E.
Sweeney as B Company’s new Commander. As the
burden and rigorous task of command has been lifted
from CPT Legler’'s and CPT Norberg’s shoulders we
welcome CPT Bradford and CPT Sweeney, wishing
them the best of luck with some of the best soldiers.
Additionally we will be saying goodbye to CPT Byron
J. Elliott, the HHD Commander, as he moves on to
prepare for Law School. CPT Shannon C. Schmick

will be taking his place on 01 July 2003.

A CO Change of Command

' Although we will be saying goodbye to some

outstanding leadership that has helped to shape the
face of the 47", we will be welcoming new leadership
that is ready to face the challenge of command.

The outstanding dedication and tremendous work
from the soldiers of the 47" FSB has made a
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remarkable impact on our ability to support the 2"
BCT and other separate units. Like always we have
been moving at a rapid pace, meeting mission
requirements and making improvements on our own
living space. Through it all your support (spouses,
friends and FRG) has helped to sustain positive
moral among the soldiers. Thank you again for all
that you do.

47" Celebrating the 4" of July, Baghdad style..

We started our morning with a run, and developed
“new company mottos” while the judges decided
which company was the most creative. Although
everyone did a great job, Alpha Company was voted
the most creative. Then we had a tasty breakfast to
prepare us for the days events. The competitions
began with the “Tire Roll.” The 1SG/CDR and one
other soldier comprised the team. It was no surprise
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when HHD took the title on this one. The HUMMV

pull was next, testing brute force, strength, and
endurance. A Company came back with motivation

and aggressiveness to take the lead.

We then moved to the “sand” for the volleyball
tournament. By the end of the day it came down to
HHD and B Company. Despite the intense
competition provided by the Hellfighters, the Bulldogs
barked their way to victory on the volleyball court. By
mid-afternoon the battle was already brewing on the
basketball court. It came down to the Enforcers and
the Bulldogs. Although the Bulldogs put up a good
fight, they were no match for the Enforcers.

We enjoyed the later afternoon watching the battle of
the minds with the spades, chess, and dominos
tournaments, hosted by our very own dining facility

and orchestrated by our attached units (528 CSC,

912 FST, 55" PSB and 40" ENG) The E;ning

T S
AL o
-

facility prepared us a phenomenal BBQ that was
enjoyed by every soldier. If it wasn't for the hard
work and dedication of every soldier in the DFAC our
4" of July wouldn’t have been a total success. Later
on that evening our very own Chaplain Kesling
hosted the nightly events. The kick-off was a mind -
teasing game of company competition Jeopardy.
This was followed by a fantastic display of talent and
entertainment where the soldiers of the 47" FSB
dazzled us with their hidden talents. To our surprise
the Bravo Bulldogs put on an entertaining display of
incredible creativity and patriotism with a rap song
they wrote and choreographed only three days prior.
The grand finally was a careful composition of
comedy and ingenuity with several company skits.
All the soldiers that participated had the Battalion “in
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stitches” all evening. It was a light-hearted
entertainment that was enjoyed by everyone.

WWmmNmmw
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What a day!! It was nicely prepared and for
Baghdad, Iraq, a fun and enjoyable 4" of July...
47" FSB, Striker News, Baumholder, GE
Hello all, how are you all doing? Here in Baghdad
we are keeping very busy!! We continue to do our
daily mission and also our additional duties; gun
trucks, SMIFTY ( filling and transporting water
bladders) and much much more. The soldier’s are
doing an outstanding job and working hard daily!
We hope you are all doing great and will continue to
send photos and updates as to what we are doing
here at BIAP.

CONQUEROR

23 July 2003
Dear Conqueror Families,
This past week was filled with much anticipation
of the “anniversary of the Ba’ath Party” on 17 July
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and the supposed planned attacks against
Americans. | personally feel that the fact that we did
not experience any major attacks was not by
accident. Every soldier within this battalion has been
working very hard at ensuring that both himself and
his buddies are safe. Private First Class Rose out of
C/1-35 AR has to literally be shut down or he would
work the checkpoint all day and night! Staff Sergeant
Dolly from C/1-35 and Staff Sergeant Nagy from
HHC are the same way. Even though it is extremely
hot not too many people are feeling sorry for
themselves. It reached 119 degrees today and yet
no one makes excuses. My driver, PFC Spradlin,
and | also visited Sergeant First Class Moss and
Sergeant Clare as they manned one of our external
checkpoints. Despite SGT Clare getting close to his
ETS date and dripping with sweat, he was motivated
and focused behind his 240B machinegun.

We are still manning a lot of checkpoints
surrounding Baghdad. The soldiers realize that they
must change the locations of their checkpoints every
couple of days and vary their routines on patrol. This
helps us remain unpredictable and makes it difficult
for our adversaries to figure us out. Despite the
hassle of changing a checkpoint four times in three
weeks, all the soldiers understand the purpose and
will gladly put up with those headaches. We will be
getting two hot meals a day starting this Friday!
Judging by mail call the soldiers are not suffering
from a lack of junk food that all the loved ones are
sending. On behalf of everyone over here ... Thank
you from all of them! Packages and letters are a
great morale lifting time.

CSM English and | visited Bravo Company down
with 2-6 Infantry. The soldiers were all in good
morale. They are living in an old nuclear research
facility. They conduct patrols in their tanks over an
area as big as the land in between Baumholder and
Idar Oberstein. They are constantly on the move
when patrolling. | visited with SFC Williams and 1LT
Kalicharan’s platoon for over an hour. They are a
great bunch of soldiers who know they are making a
difference because the people thank them constantly
down there. | missed seeing 2LT Schultz and the
rest of first platoon. They are task organized with
B/2-6 IN. | also missed 2nd platoon because they
were on a mission, but | am going back down today
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to see both of them. They are staying pretty far
south of Baghdad.

Hopefully we are getting out to our attached
family, Alpha Company 2-6 IN. Welcome to anyone
from the Assassin Company that might be just joining
our information loop. Itis 1215 AM and your
husbands just finished a very successful raid on
some buildings in our sector. As usual, no injuries
and plenty of materials collected. They are keeping
very busy and have told me they want a permanent
membership in the Conqueror Battalion. | will see
what we can do! A fifth company would be great!

Guess by now everyone has heard that Saddam’s
sons were killed way up north from us. The
celebration fires could be seen all over Baghdad. We
had to move everyone under cover last night and still
found bullets all over the ground in many
compounds. Bullets falling back to the ground
injured many Iraqi civilians. The same night A/1-35
AR had #11 on the blacklist briefly stop at their
checkpoint as he was being transported to a holding
cell.

We are starting to get a couple of cell phones and
getting them out to the companies. They take the
AT&T calling cards. This is one thing you can send
your husbands, sons, or wives. There is only one
phone per company right now so it will take some
time but we hope to improve on that. The CSM, a
couple of the Commanders, and myself are trying to
work deals with some of the civilian agencies for the
phones. We have just gotten 5 computer lines for
the battalion in the headquarters and hope to get 5
more lines within a week to place in a central
location. UPDATE: We are supposed to get 7 more
phones within the battalion this Friday.

Congratulations to newly promoted 1LT Craw
from A/1-35 AR. We promoted him in front of the
entire company and in front of their pool.
Congratulations to SFC Thompson as the newly
appointed Mortar Platoon Sergeant! He replaces
SFC Velez, who is now preparing for his next
assignment. The mortars will also be getting a new
platoon leader on the 29th of this month, 1LT Eason.
2LT Tamura has already gone down to 1st Platoon,
C/1-35 to observe for a week before taking over.
SFC Hayes is going down to Charlie Company to
take over as a platoon sergeant. SFC Moss will be

coming up to the S3 shop and awaiting a First

Sergeant position this Fall when we lose two 1SGs.
Congratulations to the following Staff Sergeants

(E6) for coming out on the Sergeant First Class (E7)

list:

SSG (P) Adam Clark

SSG (P) Gerald Donaldson

SSG (P) Karl L. Harvey

SSG (P) Jonathan Karns

SSG (P) Jeffrey Linder

SSG (P) Scott Myers

SSG (P) Christopher Nagy

SSG (P) Mark Tobey

SSG (P) Robert Tua

SSG (P) Oscar Woodard

SSG (P) Ralph Daggett (A/2-6 IN)

SSG (P) Ocie Lee Gay (A/2-6 IN)

SSG (P) Christopher Matthews (A/2-6 IN)

Also a special congratulations goes out to our S3
Sergeant Major, SGM Battle, who although he will be
leaving us soon will be heading off to an unknown
location for a Command Sergeant Major position.

The NCOs in the TOC are getting a workout.

SFC Woodland, SFC Margolias, SGT Polland, and
SFC Hayes are all briefing in the morning and in the
evenings. We even have some Specialists: Rigo
(S2) and Duran (Fire Support Element) briefing on a
regular basis. They have all taken over quite nicely.
We will be losing a lot of junior Captains this Fall and
we are getting ready to handle that time.

A special thanks to all the wives who are hanging
with the Baumholder community and attempting to
keep everything running for the families! We
appreciate it very much on this end. We know that it
has and will be tough in the upcoming year. Right
now all of the men and women are drawing strength
from our families at home.

We got our new S3, Major Rago, into the
battalion this past week. His driver, SPC Spates, has
been breaking him in slowly over the past week!

MAJ Rago still had Iragi sand in his boots from
leaving the Fifth Corps over here just about a month
ago.

That is all until the next update...

LTC Lane
Conqueror 6
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Conqgueror Birthdates

24 Aug SFC Frankenberg
2 Aug SSG Fitzgerald

30 Aug Katie Eason

23 Aug SGT Halo

3 Aug Pamela Clare

4 Aug Devonte Chambers

19 Aug SGT Himes

7 Aug Ryan Bahret

19 Aug SPC Clark

10 Aug Leila Clark

13 Aug SPC Jones

Congueror Anniversary Dates

8 Aug Tammy & SFC Patrick Frankenburg
19 Aug Teresa & SGT Scott Robinson
17 Aug Gina & SSG Carlos Hern-Martinez
15 Aug Jennifer & SFC Leija
12 Aug Markeida & PFC Golden

Striking Scripture

Let's consider NEHEMIAH 6: 15,16 for this week's
"Striking Scripture”. Background: Brave Nehemiah
and his compatriots faced great opposition in their
mission to rebuild the city walls around Jerusalem.
They employed all the courage, methodical expertise,
and energy they could muster. Onlookers were
astonished and had to admire Nehemiah's team, who
drove them up a wall (literally), but Nehemiah wasted
no time in self-congratulation. Instead, he wrote: "So
the wall was completed ...in fifty-two days. When our
enemies heard about this, all the surrounding nations
were afraid and lost their self-confidence, because
they realized that this work had been done with the
help of our God." Good summary! Humility kept
Nehemiah alert for the next step, when again
courage and tenacity and energy would be needed.
Giving God the glory was the right and only proper
thing to do. Follow-up Scripture: Exodus 15:11,
"Who among the gods is like You, O LORD? Who is
like You - majestic in holiness, awesome in glory,
working wonders?"

When troops forward deployed and families together
with Rear Det keep working together with prayer like
Nehemiah's band, we'll likewise see God working
wonders, don't you think?

Community Announcements
1-35 will have a Battalion FRG meeting for 1800 on
12 Aug at the Wagon Wheel.

ASACS
The High School has just started a new program
called Adolescent Substance Abuse Counseling
Service (ASACS). The program has 4 main
elements.
oL ife-Skill building groups for at-risk adolescents
eWorkshops and in-service training for other
professionals
ePrinted materials on the prevention of
adolescent alcohol and other drug abuse
eClassroom presentations
For more information call Mr. Kerry Wilenski at
485-8772 or email at kerry.d.wilensky@saic.com

Commissary Hours

EARLY BIRD SHOPPING DISCONTINUED!
Effective Aug 4, 2003, The Baumholder Commissary
will discontinue “Early Bird” Shopping. Hours will be:
Baumholder Commissary

Mon-Fri: 1000-2000 Hours

Sat.: 1000-1800 Hours

Sun: 1100-1800 Hours

Due to construction, the store hours for the
Baumholder Commissary beginning Sep 1, 2003:
TUES-SUN: 0900-2000 HOURS ¢ 0SED ON

MONDAYS!

New Curfew Enforcement

Itis not a new policy, enforcement has just been
stepped up lately. In accordance with the BSB policy
letter #7-16 and HQ USAREUR Memo of 7 Aug 2002
The Baumholder Cerfew policy is as follow:

Children 13 or younger will be in someone’s
qguarters between 2100 and 0600. They may be
outside in the company of a family member or
guardian over 18 years of age.

Children 14-17 will be inside between 2300 and
0530 unless with the same 18 year old supervision.
Exceptions exist.

For further information consult the policy letter or call
ACS Family Advocacy at 485-8188 or 6468
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Parents Night Out

Saturday, 16 August, 1800 — 2200

Wetzel CDC (Infants — Kindergarten) $10/child
(1st — 6th grade) $6/child

Payment due when reserving a spot

Must be registered with CYS

Reserve by 8 August (spaces limited)

Wetzel CDC, 485-7133/7284

Art Smart Weeks, 11 — 22 Aug
Photo Scavenger Hunt — Idar-Oberstien, 12 &
14 Aug
Heidelberg Zoo, 19 & 21 Aug

Transition Week, 25 — 29 Aug Prepare for end of
summer vacation. Children entering first grade
will be introduced to SAS.

Carlotta James at DSN 485-6852

Youth Services Trips

09 Aug — Phantasia Land in Bruehl Cost: $30 plus
spending money

30 Aug — Holiday Park in Hassloch Cost: $30 plus
spending money

05 Sep — Dining-Out Korean in Kaiserslautern Cost:
Order off the menu

12 Sep — Back to School Dance at the Underground
Cost: $3.00 for members, $5.00 for non-members

20 Sep — High School Dance at the Teen Cafe Cost:
$3.00 for members, $5.00 for non-members

Signed permission slips and fees due 1 week before

event. Events without minimum sign-up will

be canceled .

Steve Ferguson at DSN 485-8249

Fall Sports
Tackle Football: Registration ends 1 Aug.

Conditioning starts 4 Aug
Flag Football, Soccer and Cheerleading Registration
ends on 8 Aug
Parent Meeting: 16 Aug at the Mountaineer Fitness
Center (All Sports)
1100 — Soccer
1200 — Flag Football/Cheerleading
1300 — Tackle Football
Fall Sports Season: Practice starts NLT 18 Aug
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CYS 1% Game on 6 Sept: End of Season NLT 15 Nov

Steve Ferguson at DSN 485-8249

Water Aerobics

Dates: Tuesday and Thursday
Time: 1800 — 1900

Location: Rec Emporium

Outdoor Rec Tours

Paris City Express Aug 2

Metz Flea Market Aug 9

Legoland Aug 10

Sea Kayaking Aug 12

Six Flags Holland Aug 16

Six Flags Belgium Aug 23
Whitewater Kayaking Aug 24
Austrian Adventure Aug 28-Sept 1
Introduction to Paragliding Aug 2-3, Aug 30-31
Werner Graf at DSN 485-7182

Rheinlander Events
Sunday Brunch, 3 Aug 1000 — 1330
Programs:
Monday Night Movie Night
Tuesday night kids’ night with

— kids’ movies in the restaurant
Wednesday Night Buffet
Saturday Night Schnitzel Night
Monthly flea market 16 Aug 03
Amy Gee at DSN 485-7507

Host Nation Sponsored Events

1-3 Aug 03 NatureOne Techno Open Air, Kastellaun

2 Aug 03 Fleamarket at Homburg/Saar

2 Aug 03 Open Air Concert at the Thallichtenberg
Castle

3 Aug 03 Fleamarket at the Globus at Idar-Oberstein

4 Aug 03 Market at Kirn

9-10 Aug 03 Air Field Fest at the Airfield Hoppstadten

9 & 24 Aug 03 Fleamarket at Metz, France

9-10 Aug 03 Gem Cutter & Goldsmith Market at
Oberstein

9-10 Aug 03 Seafest at the Bosen Lake

15-17 Aug 03 Hambachtalfest at the Hambachtal
Recreation Facility

15-19 Aug 03 Jahrmarkt at Bad Kreuznach

29-31 Aug 03 Schlefferfest at Idar
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31 Aug 03 Open Crosstriathlon at Altenglan

1Sep 03 Market at Kirn

5-7Sep 03 Saarland Days at St. Wendel

5-9Sep 03 Kusel Fall Fair

5-9Sep 03 Praemienmarkt at Birkenfeld

6Sep 03 Fleamarket at Homburg/Saar

12-16 Sep 03 Bad Duerckheimer Wurstmarkt

14 Sep 03 Farmers & Art Market at Berglangenbach

20-22 Sep 03 Baumholder City Fair Market on
Monday (22)

26-28Sep 03 City Fest at Oberstein

Madeleine Dwoiakowski, 485-1600

August events
3 Sunday Brunch, 10am-1:30pm

8 USAREUR Training Holiday

26 Town Hall, 4pm

27 LINKS, 10am

29 USAREUR Training Holiday Briefing for new
high school students,1:00pm at Baumholder
High School.

September events

1 Labor Day

2 School Begins

7 Effective this day, old installation passes
AE 190-13a & AE 190-13c will no longer be
accepted.
Sunday Brunch,10am-1:30pm

24 LINKS

30 Town Hall Meeting
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