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Editor  
 
If there is anyone who would like to receive this by 
email simply drop me a line and I will add you to the 
distribution list. ted.m.preister@us.army.mil
CPT Ted M. Preister 
BCT Rear-D Commander 
 
CONQUERERS 
Meal Time: by Chaplain Bennett 
 
     Mealtime should be a time to relax a bit.  It can be 
a time to take a break from the day’s hard work and 
to fellowship with friends and comrades.  Until 
recently this has not been the case in Central 
Baghdad, Iraq.  Initially, soldiers ate a quick meal 
standing at their duty or sitting on the ground.  
Heating up a meal-ready-to-eat (MRE) for lunch and 
staring at a plate of T-Rations for supper or breakfast 
did not improve one’s appetite.  Recently, this has 
improved across what is known as the “Green Zone” 
in Central Baghdad.   

 
Soldiers from TF 1-35 S-1 outside the Al-Rasheed 
after a dinner in the restaurant.  From left to right:  
SGT Knoche, SFC Cormier, SPC Maddox, CPL 
LeBron, SPC De Lao, SGT Sylvester, SGT 
Arellana, CPT Poole, PFC Evans, CH Bennett, and 
SPC McCormick 
      Kellogg Brown and Root (KBR), a Department of 
Defense contracting company, has opened a dining 
facility that has a complete schedule of meals 
(breakfast, lunch, supper, and mid-night snack).  The 
atmosphere is pleasant and inviting.  The food is 
good.  Food is even delivered to Company 
compounds.  Yet, even this can become 
monotonous, and if one is not with friends and 

comrades it can be a lonely meal.  In order to 
improve morale and to encourage soldiers, the Task 
Force 1-35 Unit Ministry Team (UMT) has made a 
point to pick-up interested soldiers and takes them to 
some of the different dining facilities in the “Green 
Zone.”  
     This started before the improvements in food 
began to develop.  Task Force 1-35 soldiers were 
limited to MREs and T-Rations.  The Task Force 
UMT decided to take a few soldiers out to the Al-
Rasheed Hotel for a meal.  The Al-Rasheed was the 
only place in the Green Zone with a restaurant.  
Since most soldiers could not get into the restaurant 
easily, Chaplain Bennett and SPC Maddox begin to 
pick up soldiers once a week for a dinner break.  As 
the weeks passed the UMT tried to take two or three 
soldiers from the different Company elements of the 
Task Force.  The UMT also expanded the various 
locations of the dinning experience.  Sometimes they 
went to the Al-Rasheed; other times they went to the 
dinning facility of the Office of the Coalition Protection 
Agency (OCPA).  

 
SGT Sylvester and SPC Maddox, TF 1-35, eating 
at the OCPA Dinning Facility 
     As time passed opportunities expanded.  Now 
there is a full service KBR dining facility.  This facility 
increases the opportunity for a mealtime break for 
our soldiers.  As the operation continues, the UMT 
will continue to take soldiers out for meals as it gives 
all involved the opportunity to relax and enjoy each 
others company. 
 
Events: 
3 December – Charlie Company FRG meeting; 
18:30 at Charlie Company dayroom 
6 December – Battalion Christmas Party; 14:00-
16:00 at Smith Elementary School cafeteria.  Games 
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planned for the kids with a visit from Santa!  Bring 
your best dish or dessert. 
 

GATORS 
“7-11” Baghdad style is probably the best way to 
describe The Happy Market, 2-6 Infantry’s Iraqi 
convenience store.  The market is a big hit with 
soldiers on Camp Muleskinner both for its convenient 
location and excellent prices.  Offering a wide 
assortment of goods ranging from cold drinks to 
souvenir knives, the Happy Market is the place to go 
for hard to find items.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Haider and his assistant Nehad waiting to serve 
another customer

 

     Haider, the store’s proprietor, and his assistant 
Nehad, can find merchandise to satisfy the unlimited 
and at times eclectic demands of his patrons.  The 
store’s most popular item is its large selection of 
DVD’s.  Because Haider owns a video store in 
Baghdad he can find almost any movie the soldiers 
want.  In addition to DVD’s, the Happy Market offers 
a wide assortment of packaged snacks, beverages, 
souvenirs and blankets.  Any item the store does not 
have in stock can be usually be found by Haider 
within one or two days of the request being made.   
     Amer Karem, the Happy Market’s barber,  has 
been instrumental in curbing the rash of baldheads 
and bad barracks cuts that have plagued 2-6 since its 
deployment to Iraq.  A haircut might seem like a 
small matter, but a freshly groomed head of hair is a 
reminder of home and a boost to morale.  Besides, at 
two dollars per customer, its hard to beat the price.  
With excellent service, and even better prices, Amer 
looks to be a permanent fixture around 2-6 for some 
time to come.  

     The 2-6 Infantry Battalion would like to take this 
time to acknowledge the hard work Haider, Amer and 
Nehad have done to make the Happy Market such a 
hit with the soldiers on Camp Muleskinner, and wish 
them good luck in the future.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Amer Karem cuts another satisfied customer’s 
hair 
  
THUNDERS: 
Al-Ra’ad Secondary School 
By 2LT Flather 
 
     The people of Sheikh Junaid neighborhood, Al 
Karhk district, celebrated the re-opening of one of 
their most valued institutions, Al-Ra’ad secondary 
school for boys.  During the old regime and the war, 
the school had fallen into a state of general disrepair.        
     Most of the windows were broken and the 
electrical system was malfunctioning and hazardous.  
The water and sewage systems had been neglected 
for so long, that they were practically non-existent.  
Many of the desks, chairs, and teaching materials 
had been stolen or destroyed by looters.  The 
infrastructure of the building itself had been only 
marginally damaged, but the years had caused many 
problems that had never been fixed; such as cracked 
and uneven courtyards, crumbling staircases, and a 
desperate need for repainting.  It appeared that the 
only recent painting done was of Ba’athist 
propaganda scattered about the walls of the school. 
      When the soldiers of the 1st Armored Division 
came to Baghdad, one of the first things they noticed 
were the joyous children; but they were distressed by 
the poor conditions of their schools and play areas.  
As the first steps towards democracy were taken, in 
the form of Advisory Councils, Coalition Forces saw a 



 THE STRIKER STATEMENT           THE IRON BRIGADE

                     Issue # 28 OIF  28 November 2003 
 

 
 
 
  
 

“2nd BCT NEWSLETTER”  For Previous editions go to 
http://www.2bct.1ad.army.mil/2ndBCT/striker_newsletter.htm     3 

STRIKE HARD ! STRIKE HARD ! 

 THE IRON BRIGADE 

great opportunity for cooperation and renewal in a 
school repair initiative.  In the spirit of cooperation the 
command team (CPT James Hickman and 1SG 
Taylor Poindexter) of Charlie Battery, 4-27 Field 
Artillery, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, presented the 
idea to the Neighborhood Advisory Council of Sheikh 
Junaid.   
     The Council members, Mr. Hazim Abid Al 
Hameed, Mr. Rasheed Mahmood Abid, and Mr. 
Azhar Ahmed Awad, were all very excited by the idea 
and immediately recommended Al Ra’ad be one of 
the schools.  Mr. Rasheed in particular worked 
closely with the 4-27 FA civil affairs officer, CPT Scott 
Sinclair, on getting Al Ra’ad and the other schools in 
the neighborhood processed for refurbishment. 

 
      By October 9th the school had undergone a 
dramatic transformation, and the reconstruction was 
complete.  All of the windows, plumbing, and 
electrical fixtures had been replaced; new desks, 
chairs and teaching supplies had been provided; and 
the entire school had been repainted.  The principal, 
Esam Salman, expressed the view of the entire staff 
and community when he called the refurbished 
school “a source of pride and inspiration for the 
community, and a new hope for things to come.”   
     2LT Thomas Hasara, action officer for the NAC, 
said “the school was just one example of the 
potential of cooperation amongst forward-looking 
leaders.  It demonstrates that the people of Iraq, 
represented by the NAC, working with coalition 
forces, represented by C/4-27 FA, can achieve 
anything by working together.” 
       On the agenda for the near future are several 
more re-openings in the Sheikh Junaid area.  The 
open fields where children play soccer had long been 

used as a dumping area for trash and rubble; they 
have now been cleared and leveled and are awaiting 
only the final touches to transform them into parks, 
fields, and playgrounds.  Al Hager middle school for 
girls should be the next example of the shared goals 
of American-Iraqi cooperation.   
     The Baghdad school of Music and Dance, which 
was recently severely damaged, has been sponsored 
by the Ministry of Culture to be completely redone, 
including all new musical instruments.  These are 
only the initial steps in the bright future for Iraq.  The 
new Iraqi government, through continued work with 
coalition forces, will see a new Baghdad and a new 
Iraq grow to the benefit of all Iraqi people. 

 
 
CPT Sinclair and his soldiers work was also 
recognized on the US Army Europe web site. 
      Capt. Scott Sinclair, civil military affairs officer 
for 4th Battalion, 27th Field Artillery Regiment, 1st 
Brigade Combat Team, 1st Armored Division, has 
been working in the same central Baghdad 
community for several months. As well as being 
responsible for security in the area, he and his unit 
have also played a large role in making the soccer 
field-clearing project happen.     
     The challenge that Task Force 1st Armored 
Division is facing, said Sinclair, is to bring a 
neglected community infrastructure up to a healthy 
operating standard without doing every bit of the 
work for the Iraqis.  
     “It is a matter of getting the cooperation and 
agreement of the people in the communities around 
us,” Sinclair said. “At the same time we are hiring 
local contractors and local hires to do the job. We 
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bring the team together and provide the funds, but 
we allow them to work it themselves.”  
     The overwhelming majority of the contact that 
Sinclair and Shinn said they have had with the 
citizens of Baghdad is positive, but support from the 
communities must continue to increase if Iraq is to be 
able to stand on its own in the near future, he said.  
     “I have seen a huge improvement in the 
neighborhood since we arrived here,” said Shinn. “I 
hope the community will see us as an ally in their 
struggle to rebuild their country. It is a huge 
undertaking, and we cannot do it without the support 
of the people.”  
     “People are very happy to see what we have 
done,” Sinclair said. “The majority of the populous is 
happy to see us here because they understand that 
we are making an improvement to their society.”  
     Taking on responsibility for the safety and welfare 
of civilians in Baghdad is part of the job description 
for a Soldier here, but Shinn and Sinclair said they 
believe in what they do, and would not have it any 
other way.  
     “It is really rewarding to see the first-hand effects 
of why we are here,” said Shinn. “The kids are great, 
and they are why we are here. They are the ones 
who will remember us. (They will) carry on to build a 
better future for their country.”  
    “I have one of the best jobs out here,” Sinclair said. 
“I get to help people all day long and make a 
difference.” 
http://www.hqusareur.army.mil/htmlinks/Press_Relea
ses/2003/Nov2003/25Nov2003-02.htm
 
REGULARS 

For the last week TF 1-6 IN has been 
engaged in a battalion wide Best Squad Competition. 
The competition tests squads on their collective and 
individual military skills in a number of graded of 
events. In addition, the battalion recently participated 
in a raid that helped to capture key figures in a 
terrorist organization, leading to important arrests 
through the gathering of military intelligence.  The 
unit has also driven a number of Bradley Fighting 
Vehicles down to Kuwait for shipment back to 
Germany in order to get a jumpstart of redeployment.  

 
1st Squad, 1st Platoon, A Co on point for the 
nation 
 For the past week, the men of A Company have 
been participating in the battalion Best Squad 
Competition.  Every morning one squad musters at 
0700 to start a competition that will decide the best 
squad in the battalion. Soldiers participate in a 
intense day of 8 different events. The competition 
starts off with an Army Physical Fitness Test shortly 
after the morning formation to include push-ups, sit-
ups, dips and a 2-mile run. Thereafter, the squad 
takes part in a round robin of different events. Each 
squad will be evaluated and graded on their 
teamwork and performance of different tasks. Tasks 
include weapons proficiency, radio procedures, call 
for indirect fire, crossing a two-rope bridge, grenade 
assault course, and a 3.5 mile forced road-march 
with all equipment followed immediately by a 
weapons shoot.  
     The long day finally ends with a night mission of 
entering and clearing a building, followed by a 
medical evacuation. All tasks tests the soldier’s 
basics skills, and keep them sharp for the real-world 
missions being conducted in Iraq everyday. With A 
Co. looks poised to win and take the top squad in the 
battalion. Next week we will announce the winning 
squad!!  

http://www.hqusareur.army.mil/htmlinks/Press_Releases/2003/Nov2003/25Nov2003-02.htm
http://www.hqusareur.army.mil/htmlinks/Press_Releases/2003/Nov2003/25Nov2003-02.htm
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Stress shoot competition 
     Two keys to success for any unit including B 
Company, are to conduct rehearsals prior to a 
mission and to develop “TTPs” (tactics, techniques, 
and procedures) based on self-assessment at the 
end of a mission. Rehearsals allow the unit to work 
out any “bugs” in the plan and TTPs ensure that the 
unit doesn’t make the same mistake twice.  In picture 
one 3rd Platoon rehearses the setup and execution of 
a traffic control point. Under guidance from Platoon 
Sergeant,  SSG (P) William Leonard, SSG Patrick 
Niles, SPC Nathan Keyes, PFC Christopher Flores, 
PV2 Kenneth Shannon, PV2 Raymond Sego, and 
PV2 Erick Simpson utilize some TTPs they 
developed from a traffic control point they executed 
earlier in the week.  In picture two, the squad sets up 
the control point in downtown Baghdad a few hours 
later.  

 
     C Company had an interesting week. Operation 
Kingpin led to the arrests of a man suspected of firing 
mortars at Coalition Forces. 3rd Squad, led by SGT 
Jason Bergmann led the way, setting a good 
example for our new 4th Squad, which is composed 
solely of Iraqi soldiers.  2nd Platoon has been living 

with and training these eager recruits and eventually 
4th Squad will be joined with other squads to form its 
own platoon The mounted crews have also been 
hard at work this part week getting two Bradleys 
shipped back to Germany. PFC Justin Stewart and 
PFC Daniel Deskins were selected to help take these 
vehicles back to Kuwait. 

 
The Army Physical Fitness Test (APFT) event 
 
CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 
By Ch. Horning 
 
     The Brigade Dining Facility transformed into a 
festive spectacle yesterday; kudos to all who 
arranged the event!  Live turkeys at the entrance 
door thrilled children and our German friends 
especially, and the food and fellowship inside was 
rich and satisfying.   Soldiers looked splendid in 
Class A's, and their families turned out also in holiday 
apparel, and in large numbers. 
     The day before, a Thanksgiving worship event 
included traditional hymns as well as a Gospel Choir 
singing, "Give thanks with a grateful heart."  Frau 
Elisabeth Jost played the Chapel organ just as she 
had in that same place shortly after the great war 
ended in 1945.  Most of the service was simply 
Scripture. 

The 
grenade 
assault 
course 

    Our American tradition of Thanksgiving has no 
exact parallel in other cultures.  Harvest festivals of 
course abound elsewhere, but the unique aspect of 
Thanksgiving concerns our nation's history.  
Americans have nurtured this historical 
consciousness very deliberately.  Our children learn 
early on that persecuted English Christians arrived in 
1620 as pilgrims to the Cape Cod area of 
Massachusetts.  They founded the Plymouth Colony 
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in December, with 102 souls, of whom only 52 
survived the winter.   
     By the next autumn, thanks to help from English-
speaking Native Americans, especially Samoset, 
Squanto, and Chief Massoit, the harvest was good 
and the colony was prospering.  Religious leader 
Elder Brewster presided over a Thanksgiving feast, 
which featured joyful prayers as much as it did a 
variety of New World foods.  The colonists were a 
mixed lot of adventurers, sailors, runaways and land-
hungry farmers, as well as pilgrims seeking freedom 
to exercise their faith in God, as they saw fit.  But all 
submitted to the spiritual leadership of the Pilgrims. 
   They reasoned that God had carried them safely 
over dangerous seas (recall Psalm 107) and had 
provided for them in extraordinary ways.  Best of all, 
they enjoyed liberties unheard-of in the Old World.  
So they invited their "Indian" friends to join them in a 
three-day feast of explicit Thanksgiving.  Our German 
friends appreciate the notion of an Ernte - Dankfest 
(harvest-thanks), as should our friends in Iraq, but 
they remain intrigued by the still elusive character of 
America, which began with explicitly religious roots.  
Thanksgiving answers the question, "To Whom ought 
we to give thanks?"   
     In 1863 Abraham Lincoln became the first 
President to declare Thanksgiving Day a national 
celebration.  Finally in 1941 Congress declared the 
fourth Thursday in November a national, public 
holiday, set aside especially for the purpose of -
merely eating turkey? No! - Giving thanks to God. 
   I'll close this brief report with a prayer from the 
"Dear Abby" household, a traditional Jewish family:  
"O Heavenly Father, we thank Thee for food and 
remember the hungry.  We thank Thee for health and 
remember the sick.  We thank Thee for friends and 
remember the friendless.  We thank Thee for 
freedom and remember the enslaved.  May these 
remembrances stir us to service, that Thy gifts may 
be used for others. Amen." 
 
Striking Scripture 
The Ninth Commandment, found in Exodus 20 and 
Deuteronomy 5, reads "You shall not give false 
testimony against your neighbor." 
While obviously prohibiting lying against your fellow 
citizen in court, this command also has various 
positive applications.  Consider these additional 
Scriptures as commentaries on that commandment:  
Ephesians 4:29 (say only what builds others up), 

Philippians 4:8 (think on excellent things), Psalm 15:3 
(God welcomes those who do not slander nor harm 
their neighbors), and James 4:11 (speak as if always 
accountable to God), and Matthew 12:36 (in fact you 
must account to God for every word).  Here is a good 
resolution to repeat often:  "We will speak well of 
others and will admonish them privately; we will 
rejoice in the truth and will not receive lies; we will 
diligently enhance the reputation of God our 
Defender."  Think of these things and put them into 
practice.  If you do, your social and working 
environment will be more positive, enjoyable, safe, 
and trustworthy. 
 
BAUMHOLDER INFORMATION 
 
December 
5     Community Holiday Tree Lighting   
7     Sunday Brunch 
19    Niki Barr MWR Concert 
25  Christmas Day 
26  USAREUR Training Holiday 
26   German Holiday 
30   No Town hall 
31   No Links 
 
January 
1     New Years Day, German Holiday 
2     USAREUR Training Holiday 
4     Sunday Brunch 
16   USAREUR Training Holiday 
19   Martin Luther King Federal Holiday 
       LN Agreement Day 
27   Town Hall 
28   Deployment Support Group, 9am 
       LINKS, 10am 
 
DoDDS CALENDAR 
1st Tuesday of the month SAC Meeting, Baumholder 
High at 1630 
3rd Thursday of the month SAC Meeting, Wetzel  
Elementary at 1430  
22 Dec      Winter Recess Begins 
05 Jan 04  Instruction Resumes 
19 Jan       No school, Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
22 Jan       End of Second Quarter and First 
Semester 
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23 Jan       No School for Students, Teacher Work 
Day 
16 Feb       No School, Presidents’ Day 
 
RHEINLANDER EVENTS 
- Sunday Brunch featuring Santa! 
7 DEC 03 – 1000 and 1200  
- Family Night- Pizza, pasta, and salad buffet   
Wednesdays, 1800-2100, ONLY $4 for kids under 
12! 
- Internet Access only 9 cents/minute in the Cyber 
Zone!! 
POC: Amy Gee at DSN 485-7507 
 
OUTDOOR REC TOURS   
4Dec 03 – IKEA Shopping Trip 
6 Dec 03 – Czech Crystal and Flea market Shopping 
Trip 
6 Dec 03 – Rothenburg X-Mass Market Trip 
13 Dec 03 – Nuernberg X-Mass Trip 
14 Dec 03 –  Polish Pottery Shopping Trip 
21 Dec 03 –  Grindelwald Switzerland Ski Trip 
27 Dec 03 – Feldberg Black Forest Ski Trip 
POC: Jeffrey Milkes at DSN 485-6352 
 
HOST NATION SPONSORED EVENTS  
15&29 Nov Flea market at Metz, France 
28 Nov Christmas market at Oberstein 
29  Nov Christmas market at Reichenbach 
29  Nov Christmas market at Berglangenbach 
29Nov Andreas market at Kirn 
1  Dec  Market at Kirn 
6  Dec Santa Claus Ball, Brühlhalle, Baumholder 
14  Dec Flea market at Metz, France 
19  Dec Musical sleigh ride, Idar-Oberstein City 
   theater 
21 Dec Flea market at the Globus Idar-Oberstein 
10  Jan  New Year’s Ball, Baumholder Bruehlhalle 
 
Christmas Markets: 
26 Nov – 22 Dec 03 Christmas market at Heidelberg 
25 Nov – 23 Dec 03 Christmas market at Kaiserslautern 
28 Nov – 23 Dec 03 Christmas market at Mainz 

24 Nov – 22 Dec 03 Christmas market at Trier 28 Nov – 23 Dec 03 Christmas market at Saarbrücken 

29&30 Nov  03  Christmas market at Bad Münster 
am Stein 

4  Dec  03 Santa Claus market at St. Wendel 
6&7  Dec  03 Christmas market at Bad Münster am 
Stein 
6-14 Dec  03 Christmas market at St. Wendel 
5&6 Dec  03 Christmas market at Baumholder 
6 Dec  03 Christmas market at Hahnweiler 
6-9  Dec  03 Christmas market at Birkenfeld 
5-7  Dec  03 Christmas market at Idar 
13&14Dec  03 Christmas market at Bad Münster am 
Stein 
 
CHILD & YOUTH SERVICES EVENTS 
POC: Joanne Hernandez at 485-7198 
05 Dec – Dining out Chinese in Birkenfeld,  Cost: 
order off the menu 
19 Dec – High school holiday party at the Teen Café, 
Cost:  $3 
19 Dec – Middle school holiday party at the 
Underground, Cost:  $3 
20 Dec – Midnight Sports, middle & high school,  
at Hall of Champions Gym, Cost:  Free 
23 Dec – Shopping Trip to Mannheim for 9th-12th 
graders, Cost:  $3, plus spending money 
03 Jan – Open House at the Teen Café for 9th-12th 
graders, Time:  1600 - 2200  
Ø17 Jan – Service Project for 9th-12th graders:  CDC 
outside clean-up, Time:  1400                      
  
Breakfast With Santa 
Saturday, 13 Dec at Neubruecke YS 
Time:  1000 – 1200  
Cost:  $5 per family including a photo  
 
Parents Night Out: Dec 20 from18:00-22:00.  Pay 
when you sign up! 
 
Hourly care will not available at Dispensary CDC on 
26 Dec & 2 Jan  
 
COMMUNITY RECREATION DIVISION 
POC: Jeffrey Milkes at DSN 485-6352 
 
The Rec Emporium will soon have a new name – the 
Rolling Hills Athletic Club. Membership fees will also 
change – one price will cover the entire facility. 
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- Recreation Emporium  Open House! With FREE 
Pool and Fitness Center! Jan 11 from: 1200 – 1700  
- Pool will be closed 20 Dec 03 to 4 Jan 04 for 
annual pool maintenance.  
- Water Aerobics at the Rec Emporium 
MWF at 12:00; TTh at 18:30 
- Santa’s making home deliveries 15-17 DEC 
Sign up by Dec 10 by calling DSN 485-6156 
Parents provide the present. Santa makes the 
delivery! 
 
BAUMHOLDER HOLIDAY RELEGIOUS SERVICES 
Community 
- 5 Dec, 1630, Christmas Tree Lighting Program 
(Rheinlander) 
- 25 Dec, Helping Hand Christmas Dinner and 
Vouchers 
Roman Catholic (St. Michael Chapel #2) 
- 27 Nov, 1100, Thanksgiving Mass 
- 8 Dec, 1800, Immaculate Conception Holy Day of 
Obligation 
 -24 Dec, 1800, Children’s Mass 
- 25 Dec, 1100, Christmas Mass 
- 1 Jan, 1100, Maternity of Mary Holy Day Mass 
Christian, All (Chapel #1) 
- Wed’s in Advent – 3, 10, & 17 Dec, 
 1800, Christian Advent Evening 
 Prayer Service, followed by 
 Light Advent Supper 
- 14 Dec, 0930, Advent Festival of Readings and 
Carols 
- 21 Dec, 0930, Children’s Christmas Program 
- 24 Dec, 1700, Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
- 24 Dec, 1800, Christmas Eve Fellowship – Drinks, 
Finger Food 
Lutheran (Chapel #1) 
- 24 Dec, 1800, Christmas Eve Fellowship – Drinks, 
Finger Food 
- 24 Dec, 1830, Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Communion Service 
Gospel Service (Chapel #1) 
- 31 Dec, 2200, Watch Night Service 

Chapels #1 and #2 are located on Smith Barracks, 
Baumholder. Contact the 222d BSB Ministry 
Team at DSN 485-1570, or commercial (06783) 6-
1570. 

OTHER SERVICES OUTSIDE OF THE 
BAUMHOLDER AREA 
Eastern Orthodox 
−Chaplain Sahady, DSN 480-5753 
Jewish 
−Rabbi Cohen DSN 480-6149 
Islamic 
−Chaplain Al-Mubarak, DSN 489-6859 
 
Special Services days and times to be 
determined.  Please call the Chaplain’s office for 
more information. 
 
BAUMHOLDER EDUCATION CENTER 
• Term 3 College and Adult Education Courses 

Registration Starts for Distance Education (DE) 
classes is 24 Nov – 16 Jan.  

• Central Texas College & UMUC courses now 
available 

• ASEP Class for NCO’s 
Stress Management 08-12 December 03 
Preparing the NCO-ER 12-16 January  04 

• University of Oklahoma Rep – 03 Dec 03 
• University of Phoenix Rep – 02 Dec 03 
• REMINDER: Army Emergency Relief (AER) 

Spouse Education Assistance Program 
AER will pay up to 50% of an active duty 
spouse’s tuition at local colleges! 

• New financial aid forms for 2003-04 now 
available. 

 
Visit the Education Center in building 8332 or call 
485-7557 
www.baumholder.army.mil/education 
 
HOLIDAY MAILING DATES 
These are the recommended dates to have 
Christmas cards, letters, and parcels placed in the 
mail to ensure proper delivery by Christmas Day.  
 
FROM GERMANY TO CONUS 
SAM PARCELS    20 November 2003, Thursday 
PAL PARCELS     04 December 2003, Thursday 
PRIORITY PARCELS    11 December 2003, 
Thursday 
FIRST CLASS LETTERS AND CARDS   11 
December 2003, Thursday 

http://www.baumholder.army.mil/education
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EXPRESS MAIL     18 December 2003, Thursday 
FROM GERMANY TO CENTCOM AOR 
MPS PARCELS     20 November 2003, Thursday 
 SAM PARCELS    6 November 2003, Thursday 
 
Mailing Guidance to CENTCOM AOR 
While there is no specific limit to number of MPS 
packages mailed to CENTCOM AOR, patrons should 
take into consideration time, space availability, and 
resources to transport the mail. Helpful hints include: 
� Recommend mailing 5 MPS packages per visit to 

ensure quicker processing of the mail at the 
finance windows.  

� Appointments can be made at the local APO 
between the hours of 0800 - 0900 hours for 
personnel with more than 5 packages.  

� Smaller parcels generally move quicker due to 
space availability as opposed to larger parcels, 
which has more space requirements.   

Keep the mailing deadlines in mind when sending 
packages. Earlier is better. 
 
DRIVERS TESTING STATION HOURS OF 
OPERATION: EFFECTIVE 24 NOV 03 
 
Monday thru Friday 
• 0800 hrs   Testing 
•1300 hrs    Orientation 
Saturday   (Nov 22,29)   (Dec 6,13,20) 
• 0800 hrs   Orientation 
• 1300 hrs   Testing 
Replacement license will also be issued on 
Saturdays (0800-1500 hrs) 
 
Requirements for  Replacement  
of U.S. Forces POV License 
 • Mutilated and hard to read 
   - POV License less than three (3) years old can be 
replaced at no cost ; three (3) or more years old must 
pay 
• Expired or Lost License 
   - Letter or memorandum from commander or 
supervisor stating that the individual’s license has not 
been suspended or revoked 
   - Complete AE Form 190-1T  (Application for POV 
license) available at Drivers Testing Station 
• License fee $ 10.00 check or money order 

BAUMHOLDER COMMUNITY SPOUSES 
Come join us at the December luncheon on 
December 10. The theme is “Holiday Make It, Bake 
It, Buy It”. There will be a silent auction for all the 
goodies that people will bring. Childcare will be 
provided if you contact Cher Lim by Monday, 
December 1. Contact Cher Lim at 
cher.lim@us.army.mil or BC/189 302 
 
And the famous Gift Wrap at the PX is here! It will 
start November 28 so be sure to go by the Customer 
Service area and get all your Christmas presents 
wrapped! Contact Jana Dye for more information at 
jana.dye@us.army.mil  
Applications are now available for the BCSC Term III 
scholarships so be sure and pick one up today at the 
Education Center. Contact Bonita Owens at 
bonita.owens@lnd.amedd.army.mil
 
The Angel Tree is here. All Family Readiness 
Liaisons and Rear Detachment Commanders must 
contact Tina Olson with the names of those children 
needing an angel for the tree. Please contact her 
ASAP with names for the tree at BC / 900 654. The 
deadline for names to be included on the tree is 
December 10.The Angel Tree is a way for the 
community to provide gifts to children in need at the 
holidays. It is located in the lobby of the PX.  
This program is available for all children whose 
names are submitted by their sponsor’s unit RDC’s 
and/or FRL’s. 
 
ARMY COMMUNITY SERVICES 
Holiday open house!  Meet ACS staff and learn 
about the available programs! 5 Dec 1030 – 1600 
at ACS building.  Free refreshments with special 
appearance by Santa Claus!  Everyone is welcome!!! 
 
We are looking for 20-25 spouses of deployed 
soldiers who would be interested in attending and 
Advent coffee on Friday, the 12th of December 2003, 
from 1500-1700 at the Edingers Muehle sponsored 
by the City and District of Baumholder.  Children are 
welcome to attend.  We will need a head count of all 
children so that they can receive a small gift from 
Santa. Please call 485-8188 to sign up for this event. 
 

mailto:bonita.owens@lnd.amedd.army.mil
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The Toy and Book Exchange program gives 
families the opportunity to come to ACS and get 
“new-to-you” toys and books for kids who have been 
playing with the same old toys since their household 
goods were shipped. We need a lot of toys and 
books to get this program off the ground!  Donations 
of toys and books in good condition are 
welcome.  Call 485-8188 for more information! 
 
CLASSES 
Army Family Team Building Level 1 
3 Dec 03 0830 – 1400 in the AFTB Classroom 
 
03 Dec – 0900-1030…..Checkbook Management                    
09 Dec – 0900-1130…..Don’t Charge, Take Charge!              
10 Dec – 0900-1100…..Successful Money 
Management 
17 Dec – 0900-1100…..Out of Hock, Out of Debt   
 
Employment Orientation Class 
2 Dec & 16 Dec from 0900 – 1030 
 
RELOCATION ASSISTANCE FOR SPOUSES  
     If your spouse is currently deployed, but has 
received orders to relocate, then don’t delay planning 
and organizing your move!   You can take care of 
many move-related tasks before your spouse returns 
to Baumholder.  The more you get done now, the 
less stressful your move will be. And, as an added 
bonus, you will have more quality time to spend 
together when the soldier returns from the 
deployment. 
     The Baumholder ACS invites all spouses to 
schedule individualized relocation planning 
consultations.  Whether the service member is 
currently deployed or in Baumholder, spouses can 
obtain the same quality assistance as the service 
member.  We will provide you with a comprehensive 
packet about your new location, as well as 
information to help you organize a smooth move.  
Relocation assistance is available whether the move 
is a PCS move or the service member is retiring or 
separating from the Army. 
     Please call ACS at 485-8188 or 06783-68188 for 
information and to schedule an appointment. 
 
 

RE-INTEGRATION AFTER DEPLOYMENT 
 ACS is offering a class on Wednesdays that focuses 
on issues after the deployment.  Free child care is 
available, and lunch is provided.  Please call 485-
8188 or 06783-68188 to reserve your seat! 
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