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Dear Solider and Family Members: 
 
   Welcome to the 2nd Brigade Combat Team of the 1st Armored Division.   
 
   The 2nd BCT offers an enriching experience unique to Europe.  You can expect tough 
conventional training and challenging real world operations that will greatly contribute both to our 
nation’s security and to your professional development.  Your addition to the Iron Brigade team 
will enhance the BCT’s performance throughout the missions and training in our future. 

 
   Life here is fast-paced, but there are still many opportunities for soldiers and their families to 
fully enjoy the “European Experience.”  Baumholder is an especially good area for travel.  From 
Baumholder, you are only hours away from places such as the ancient walled city of Rothenburg, 
the Alps, Paris, and the tulip fields of Holland.  For your professional development, we are two 
hours from several battlefields (two hours from Verdun, two hours from Bastogne, four hours 
from Waterloo, and six hours from Normandy, for example).   

 
   We want your move to 2nd Brigade to be your best ever in the Army.  Do not hesitate to contact 
your sponsor or the Brigade S1, 2bdes1@2ndbdehq.1ad.army.mil  if you have any questions.  
You may also obtain additional information about the 1st Armored Division through their Website 
at www.1ad.army.mil. This website has a link to the 2nd BCT Website where you can find 
information about your unit. Again, welcome to the brigade, and welcome to Germany.  Strike 
Hard!  
    
      Sincerely, 

       
      John D. Johnson 
      Colonel, Infantry 
      Commanding 


